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General Information
Nationality – American

Place and Date of Birth – Rochester, NY on June 28, 1969

Languages
Mother tongue - English

Second language  – German

Fluent – Flemish and Dutch

Basic – French

Education
M.A.
Graduated with a Masters in Music Performance from the Rotterdam Conservatory of Music 1993. Studied on a grant as assistant to marimba player Robert Van Sice (now professor at Yale University). Activities included teaching first and second year students and organizing and directing the Percussion Ensemble.
B.A.
Graduated with a Bachelor’s in Music Performance from the University of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music 1991. Studied with Allen Otte and the Percussion Group Cincinnati.. Performed regularly in school orchestras, contemporary music ensembles, wind band, jazz band, steel drum band as well as with several musicians and groups outside of the school curriculum.

Preparatory:  Studied percussion at the Eastman School of Musicin Rochester, NY at the age of 15 with Ruth Cahn, wife of Bill Cahn from Nexus percussion ensemble.

Performed as Timpanist in the NY state All State Wind Orchestra at the age of 14.

Skills

Computer skills: highly proficient with Macintosh computers and applications as well as social media platforms, web-based applications and online platforms including online calendars, Google docs and more.

Organizational skills include but are not limited to organizing larger groups for cultural activities. This includes but is not limited to corresponding with students, faculty and the organizers of events on practical levels as well as the knowledge and experience of booking online tickets for events include traveling and other logistical issues. Working with deadlines and prioritizing are one of my strong points due to my extensive experience as an independent performing musician and teacher. 

A high regard and knowledge of interpersonal skills and teamwork through extensive collaborations with cultural institutions, colleagues, students and faculty throughout my artistic carrier which has lead likewise to the awareness of details and the necessity of a high level of accuracy.

Communication skills include proficiency in speaking and writing in my native language as well as in my ‘new’ native language, that being German. Highly proficient in speaking and reading Dutch and Flemish as well as a usable knowledge of the French language on an oral basis. An embedded knowledge of German culture and business practices due my over 20 years of experience working in and with several different German cultural institutions both in Germany as well as abroad. Working in complex environments poses no difficulty to me due to my extensive experience working conjointly with people from different background be it generation, nationality, ethnic or educational background.

A strong ability and capacity to accomplish administrative tasks due to the nature of my present work as an independent musician having performed several years on a high level in several different cultural and social environments.

Assistance in coordinating residency permits for students, as well as assisting in making doctor’s appointments, housing issues and extracurricular activities is something I am well versed in through my own personal experience as an American living abroad now for more than 27 years. 24/7 availability and flexible working schedule is nothing new to me.

Teaching Experience (abbr.)

2019 – Performance of and talks on the works of Professor Ming Tsao’s students at the Hannover Conservatory of Music.

2018 – Gave two lectures to visiting students of Stanford University Berlin BING program.

2018 – Workshops for the composition students of Professor Ming Tsao at the Hannover Conservatory of Music.

2018 – Guest percussionist at the UdK, working with and teaching young composers studying with Elena Mendoza. 

2017 – Active in the organization and teaching of percussionists and other musicians for the Young Philharmonic Kreuzberg under the guidance of Norbert Ochmann. 

2016 – Lecture on the music of Steve Reich at the HZT Berlin as part of the series of lectures on contemporary dance organized and run by Ingo Reulecke.

2015 – Lectures on rhythm in relationship to contemporary dance at the P.A.R.T.S dance school in Brussels, Belgium as part of a series of lectures on contemporary dance organized by Alain Franco.

2011 - Active in the organization and teaching of percussionists of the Young Philharmonic Kreuzberg under the guidance of Norbert Ochmann. 

2010 – Taught chamber music at the then recently developed Advanced Masters Academy in Brussels, Belgium. 

2010 – Classes on Rhythm for dance students from the P.A.R.T.S. dance school in Brussels, Belgium.

2009 – Organization of dance and music workshops in Ghent, Belgium. Workshops on discovering a common language between musicians and dancers in the performance practice. Organized and produced in coproduction with vzw KONG

2006 – Gave a seminar on contemporary percussion music and solo performance at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Antwerp, Belgium

2005/2006 – Participated as a teacher for the Music Funds organization. Gave percussion lessons and concerts in Palestine, South Africa (Pretoria, Durban) and Mozambique as well as participating as an organizer non-musically based activities.

2005 – Teaching and performing in the Academia de Musica de Espinho, Portugal as part of the Annual Festival Internacional Musica Espinho

2001/2004 - Active for three years as musical advisor and recording artist in the Royal Academy of Art Ghent, Belgium. Worked with the third year Animation film students under the direction of Martine Huvenne.

Performances as soloist in the last years (abbr.)

June 2019 – Soloist for three concerts in the Art Biennale Venice with Warren Neidich, artist living in Berlin and teaching as professor at the School of Arts in Berlin Weißensee.

Sept. 2018 – Soloist with MDR Chor with performances of music by Leonard Bernstein among others.

Sept. 2018 – Soloist at the Musikfest Berlin. Concert with Tabea Zimmermann the Radio Choir of Berlin.

June 2018 – Soloist with Ensemble Auditivvokal Dresden. Performance of „Rothko Chapel’ from Morton Feldman.

April 2018 – Percussion Soloist at the Konzerthaus Berlin.

Nov. 2017 – Baroque tympani Soloist with Ensemble Resonanz under the direction of Riccardo Minasi.

Oct. 2017 – Soloist for performances of ‚Lost Time’ from Leah Muir as part of the  Exhibition of Chiharu Shiota’s ‚Lost Words’ in Nicolaikirche Berlin. 

Dec. 2016 – Percussion Soloist with the Junge Philharmonie Kreuzberg and Studiosi Cantandi Choir, concert in the Berlin Philharmonic.

Oct. 2016 –Marimba Soloist with the MDR Choir Leipzig. Performance of music by Sofia Gubaidulina.

March 2016 – ‚Percussion Set-up’ Soloist with the MDR Choir with a performance of music by Mauricio Kagel.

2013 – Soloist for the performance in the Berlin Philharmonic of Igor Stravinsky’s 1919 version of Les Noces under the direction of James Wood.

2011 – Soloist with the Rias Chamber Choir for a performance of Sofia Gubaidulina’s ‚Sonnengesang’ in the Berlin Philharmonic.

2006 - Performed as Solo Percussionist with Ensemble Musikfabrik in coproduction with Sasha Waltz & Guest fort he grand opening of Radial System in Berlin.

Chamber music setting in the last years (abbr.)

July 2019 – Concert at the infamous Zappanale Festival with Ali N. Askin and musicians.

May/June 2019 – Performances of Berio Folksongs with the soloist Sarah Maria Sun and Kammerensemble Neue Musik Berlin.

March 2019 – Concert with Schwelbrand under the direction of  Titus Engel. Composition from Martin Grütter. 

Sept. 2018 – Concert with Ensemble Musikfabrik at the  Ruhrtriennale in Jahrhundertsaal Bochum.

May 2018 – Concert Ensemble Musikfabrik in the WDR Cologne with music from Bernd Alois Zimmermann under the direction of Peter Rundel.

Jan. 2018 – Premier at the Semper Opera with music by Ali N. Askin with soloist from the Opera.

Nov. 2017 – Performances of ‚Schatten Licht’ by Manfred Trojahn at the  Folkwangschule Essen with Ensemble Musikfabrik under the direction of Hannes Krämer.

July 2017 – Performances at the Opera de Paris with the Opera Ballet of Paris and Ensemble Ictus.

May 2017 – Concert in Hannover with Ensemble Musikfabrik under the direction of  Ingo Metzmacher.

Nov. 2016 - Feb. 2017 – Performances of music by Steve Reich at the Opera de Lille with De Rosas Company.

Oct. 2016 – Performance of  ‚Laborintus II’ from Luciano Berio in Cracow, Poland with Ensemble Ictus and Soloist Mike Patton.

April/May 2016 – Concerts in several old Synagogues in Poland and Germany as part of the Mekomot Project with music by Jewish composers living in Berlin.

Jan. 2016 – Posthumous Premier of Konrad Boehmer’s ‚electronic music theater Piece ‚Sensor’ at the Tischlerei of the Germany Opera Berlin.

July-Oct. 2015 – Collaborative development, composition and performances of‚ What Would Zappa Do’ at the Neuköllner Opera Berlin with the composer Moritz Gagern and others.

Ensembles in the past years

In 2017, guest musician for o.a. timpani with Ensemble Resonanz in Hamburg. Several concerts in the Elbphilharmonie.

Since 2015 teacher, organizer and timpani player with the Young Philharmonic Kreuzberg in Berlin. 

Since 2015 Percussionist for Ali N. Askin. Price winner of the Germany  Film Price for best film music 2009 and formerly Arranger for the legendary Frank Zappa. Plays regularly in the recording Studio and in Jazz Quintet as Percussionist.

In 2015 recording and performances with Theresa Kronthaler, singer on the Comic Opera Berlin. 

From 2011 till 2013 employed at the Berliner Ensemble as percussionist for the Hanns Eisler Revue.

Since 2009, continual engagements as Soloist for the renowned Sasha Waltz & Guests dance company in Berlin.

Since 2010 regular Engagements as Soloist and guest musician with Ensemble Musikfabrik from Cologne. 

From 1999 till 2018 a member of  Ictus Ensemble in Brussels, Belgium.

From 1999 till 2018 several performances of  compositions  by the composer Steve Reich for the renowned dance company ‚De Rosas’ from Brussels, Belgium.

Biography

    Michael Weilacher was born (1969) in Rochester, NY where he grew up studying the piano and later percussion at the Eastman School of Music. Michael was in his earliest years active in the local orchestra scene as well as the rock music scene. He later attended the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music where he studied with Alan Otte and the Percussion Group Cincinnati and received his Bachelor's diploma in music performance. While in Cincinnati he worked as a freelance musician in several genres and styles of music as well as with dancers from different schools in the area including those from the Conservatory of music that included a dance and theater department. After finishing his Studies, he received an invitation to study as an assistant to marimba player Robert Van Sice at the Rotterdamse Conservatorium in the Netherlands. He did his first performances in Europe in Gent, Belgium (1992) in the New Ears festival with the guest composer Mauricio Kagel. While studying in Rotterdam, Michael became acquainted also with the Belgium new music ensemble Champ d'Action and after receiving his 'Masters' diploma, moved to Antwerp to work with the ensemble.

     Michael moved to Belgium in 1993 and worked there both as a soloist and as a performer in several music groups; Ictus ensemble, QO2, Blindman Quartet, ensemble Musique Nouvelle, the Royal Flemish Opera (with Rene Jacobs), the Royal Flemish Philharmonic, Il Novecento, the Young Philharmonic Orchestra, and several others.

     Michael's solo carrier has brought him recognition in Europe as well as abroad where he has performed and given master classes in Brazil, U.S.A., Canada, Finland, Italy, Portugal, France, Poland, Greece and elsewhere His work with the this organization led him into other fields including music theater, where he along with the musician/producer Luc Mishalle and theater director, Guy Cassiers created a piece based on texts from the American writer Sam Shepard.

     Michael has worked with the Ictus ensemble and the Rosas dance company with whom he performed from 1999 until 2018. He continued to work with other dancers in Belgium including ex Rosas dancers Vincent Dunoyer and Roberto Olivan. Michael has worked with the world renowned dance company Sasha Waltz and guests where he played with the German new music ensemble Musik Fabrik for the opening of the new art center Radial System in Berlin as well as performing and recording as a soloist for the dance company.     

        Michael currently lives in Berlin, Germany and regularly performs with Kammer Ensemble Neue Musik Berlin and Musikfabrik in Cologne. Likewise he has recorded for film and radio and is currently involved in numerous projects ranging from film music to Dub. Michael’s interest in hand drumming has as well led him to the Tablas. He is currently studying in Berlin with the world renowned Tabla guru Pandit Sankha Chatterjee. Michael has previously studied diverse hand drumming techniques from Darbukka to Pandiero but considers himself to be an autodidact and improviser on these instruments as well a highly skilled percussionist and interpreter of contemporary music. 

